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BSO, first published in 1978, was constructed at FID in
association with UNESCO in the framework of the

UNISIST programme (World Science Information
System). It was intended as a switching mechanism for

|
various indexing languages. As an ordering system BSO
has inherited some of the traditions of library
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classification, but it also incorporates many features
drawn from post-1945 classification theory which have
not previously found expression together in completed
general classification schemes. Being a broad ordering
system, BSO was expected to serve other purposes
besides the original switching role. The book gives a
comprehensive, exact and intelligible description of BSO.
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